Use of a false recognition paradigm in an Alzheimer's disease clinical trial: a pilot study.
We report the first use of a false recognition memory test in a clinical trial of patients with Alzheimer's disease (AD). Tests of false recognition allow measurement of two components of memory: the specific details of a prior encounter with a particular item (item-specific recollection) and the general meaning, idea, or gist conveyed by a collection of items (gist memory). We used a false recognition paradigm with categorized pictures to study the effects of an experimental medication in patients with AD. Because medications to treat AD may preferentially improve gist memory or item-specific recollection, use of this type of paradigm may improve sensitivity for detection of drug effects more than standard memory tests.